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See Inside for a (more or less) complete bird list 

of species seen around our two lakes.  

Have you seen any not on the list? Let me know so 

we can add it to future listings !!  

Bird Watching 

Edition  



Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association, Inc. 

2019 SUMMER Events  

Boat Parade June 30  

Annual Meeting & Pancake  

Breakfast August 18  

Illumination Night Aug 31  

Paddle Poker Run Sept 7  

Ė DETAILS ON PAGE 3   Ė 

Board of Directors Meetings  

 
   Board meetings are open to all QQLA 

members. We encourage you to attend!  

 Please check FaceBook Page, or contact 

any Board member to verify date, time 

and location of the next Board meeting.  

   Anyone interested in serving on the 

QQLA Board of Directors or on any  

committee please contact Doug Vizard 

or any Board Member.   

            We NEED volunteers!  

Officers  

 President ð Doug Vizard  

 Vice President ð Bill Seabourne  

 Treasurer ï Carlene Weiss  

 Recording Sec. ð Judy Nielsen  

  Correspondence Sec.  VACANT                                                                                                                                   

=ƿ =  Contact Us  = ƿ =  QQLA.org  = ƿ =      

 Fundraising >>   Bill Seabourne   Email: seabbill@yahoo.com  Tel: 508 -867 -9074  

 Environmental Issues >>   Don Taft  Email: dtaft9492@gmail.com  Tel: 508 -274 -9492  

 Environmental Issues >> Skip Nielsen / Skipnielsen00@gmail.com / 508 -726 -8618  

 Membership & EMail >> Meg Noyes  Email: mmnoyes@gmail.com Tel: 508 -347 -3201  

 Phonebook & Dues >> Carlene Weiss Email: CarleneWiz2@gmail.com  Tel: 781 -367 -8627  

 Newsletter / Face Book >>  Randy Weiss   Email: RanWiz@aol.com   Tel: 781 -608 -6363  

    General Email :  President@QQLA.org  //  Treasurer@QQLA.org //  Info@QQLA.org  
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Board of Directors  
Brookfield  

 Jeff Clark  
 Michelle Clark  

 Mary Lou Knight  

 Annette Lazili  

 Beverly Lund  
 Don Taft  

 

East Brookfield  

 Steve Lockney  

 Sue Sasdi  
 Bill Seabourne  

        Carlene Weiss  

 Randy Weiss  

 Carrol Yorzyk  
   

Sturbridge  

 Judy Nielsen  

 Skip Nielsen  
 Meg Noyes  

 Marita Tasse  

 Doug Vizard  

Welcome Packages  

   If you know of a new 
property owner on North 
or South Pond please con-
tact us: we will get them a 
QQLA Welcome Package.  



 Boat Parade Sunday June 30 Å 11:oo AM  
South Pond Boat Ramp, Beach & Parking Lot. Rain or Shine. Part of the Independence Day 
Celebration. Decorate your boat and parade around the shore of South Pond. Prizes, Cold 
drinks provided, Baked goods donations welcome, 50/50 Raffle, QQLA Merchandise will be 
on sale. See all your QQLA friends and neighbors. Our best ôfun in the sunõ event !!    Register 
your boat day of the parade at the beach. Be sure to do so BEFORE the 11 AM starting 
Canon goes off!  More info: Dick McKnight 617- 733 - 1453 or info@qqla.org  

Annual Meeting & Pancake Bõfast ñ Sunday August 18 Å 10:oo AM   
Once again the YMCA camp on South Pond (Camp Frank Day) have extended their  
hospitality to host our meeting at the camp. Our largest ôGeneral Meetingõ of the year. 
Å Election of Officers Å Speaker: Carl Nielsen of ESS (weed treatment company) Å Slide Show 
of images from prior photo contests Å Great Breakfast food prepared by the YMCA Å Raffle 
to support QQLA activities Å QQLA merchandise will be available: Hats, Tees, Tote Bags, 
Note Cards, Phone Books, Other Books, Aerial Photos of the lake, and more Å QQLA board 
of directors will be present to answer any and all questions. Å Please JOIN US !! 

Illumination Night Å Saturday August 31  
This is the Saturday of Labor Day Weekend. Residents along both ponds place lights (electric 
or candles) along their shore line at dusk. Many tour the lakes to view the lights from the 
water. Last year: Many Chinese paper flying lanterns were launched, magnificent!  

Paddle Poker Run Å Saturday Sept 7 Å 11 AM to 4 PM 
Register in advance or the day of the paddle. Visit 5 locations spread over both ponds.  
   Pick up cards. Best Poker hand wins CASH PRIZE.   Our best ôfunraiserõ of the season !!  
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ûû Summer Events    üü 

NEW ENGLAND DIGITAL ACCORDION  

ORCHESTRA 

       
  The nationôs only digital orchestra, formed and conducted by 

internationally recognized accordionist, Sam Falcetti .  

  The  orchestra is complemented by 20+ musicians: drums, 

percussion, guitar, and vocalists from all over New England.  

  They perform music from many genres including jazz, stan-

dards, classical, big band, Broadway, ethnic, country and rock.  

The audience hears horn 

and wind sections, strings, 

guitars and rhythm sections, 

along with the true tones of 
the accordion in arrange-

ments by masters such as  

Quincy Jones and 

 John Franceschina.  

   

  Sam & Peggy Falcetti & 

family have been summer 

residents on the Brookfield 

side of South Pond since 

1965. 

CONCERT DATES 

ǅ June 27th Thursday Å Sturbridge Commons Å 6:00-8:00 

                 (Across from the Publick House) 

ǅ July 30th  Tuesday Å Chicopee, Aldenville Park Å 6:30-8:00 

ǅ August 31st Saturday Å Labor Day Weekend Å  
                 Spencer Fair Å Spencer, Ma. Å 2:00-3:45 

ǅ September 17th Tuesday  Å  3:30-4:45  Å  Eastern States  

        Exposition Å Big E Å (Gazebo & Stage Å Storrowton Village) 

ǅ Dec 31st Tuesday Å Chatham, Ma. Å1st Night Å 1:00-3:00 

ǅ July / August Date To Be Determined Å Springfield Waterfront  



Spencer Waste Water Treatment Plant (SWWTP) UPDATE  

ÏÏ PROGRESS ÏÏ  
Ʒ After 25 years of frustration, US EPA / MA DEP have finally heard, listened to and taken action 

regarding treatment plant issues raised by QQLA. A new ñPermitò was issued for the Spencer Plant. 
    This permit took effect on May 1, 2019.  

    The treatment system was found to be inadequate, and MUST  be upgraded. Some of these 
changes will impact the SWWTP immediately and other changes and upgrades will take years to com-
plete. At the very least the new NPDES [ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System] permit is a 

SIGNIFICANT win\win for QQLA and the environment! This is a VICTORY for clean water !!  

 
               What  have  been  the  major  Issues  and  concerns  raised  by  QQLA  ?  

Å Plant maximum design limit: 
 The maximum design capacity of the SWWTP is 1.08 Million Gallons Per Day (MGPD). The system is not 

supposed to operate at more than 80% of that flow more that 50% of the time.  

                              ƹ The system has historically exceeded that flow rate on a regular basis. Ʒ 

Å Lost water:  40 -50% of the water that enters the plant {influent} does not get fully treated before it 

leaves {effluent} the plant: 

The SWWTP has been using wet beds technology at the plant to treat the sewerage. The wet beds are 

unlined and thus the water that is run into the beds leaks out of the system into the ground and makes its way 
to the Sevenmile River. This lost water accounts for been between 40 ï 50% of the influent sewerage which 

enters the plant. The plant discharge limits are based on their effluent water that leaves the plant.  Thus 

the system has been accounting for less than half of the allowed discharge limits. NOTE: bacterial testing of 
the Sevenmile river downstream at the Shore Rd Causeway has shown NO increased bacteria levels. 

Å Phosphorous discharges levels: 

Phosphorous helps make plants grow (it is essentially fertilizer), thus it encourages the growth of the inva-
sive weeds and as a nutrient is a main contributor to algae blooms.  

Å Inflow and Infiltration (I/I), Bypass: 

ñInflow and Infiltrationò means that storm water enters the sewer system lines and reaches the SWWTP and 

is treated as raw sewerage. This is an issue: when this happens it can overload the plant capacity and cuts 
down on the system efficiency or function and in the worst cases means that some water (sewerage) is al-

lowed to bypass the treatment system entirely. 

 

What  are  the  benefits  of  the  new  NPDES  ?  

Å Plant maximum design limit: 

The plant design capacity levels have come under scrutiny by US EPA and MA DEP ï Though the input of 

the plant has exceeded the max design in the past, future levels will either have to be reduced or the plant 
will have to be upgraded to increase the amount of inflow it gets.   

Å Lost water: 
With the issue of the new NPDES permit the SWWTP will have to calculate their discharge limits based on 

their influent flow not the effluent flow. This is an immediate win for QQLA. This means an instant daily 
reduction of pollutant (nitrogen and phosphorous) system discharge limits  of 40-60%. 

        Å Phosphorous discharges: 
Because waste water treatment plant systems are less effective in cold weather the SWWTP was allowed to 
discharge pollutants at higher rate in the 7 months of winter. QQLA recommendations were for this winter 

discharge rate be changed from 7 months to 6 months. This was also implemented immediately and means 

that the system will have to run at the lower discharge limits for a month longer that previously. 

Å Inflow and Infiltration (I/I) 

Spencer has a problem to solve here: their storm drains cross into their waste water lines. The system is old, 

maps and diagrams are inconclusive, and the crossover points are NOT known. 

ǅǅǅ What  is  next  for  QQLA  ? ǅǅǅ 
    Our work is NOT done. It is now incumbent upon QQLA to monitor the plant and insure that they 
are complying with discharge limits. We also must monitor UPGRADES to the SWWTP plant ðand that 

modifications are executed to insure they progress as scheduled in the permit.  

 Unfortunately there are no penalties or financial burdens  put in place to insure that the Town of 
Spencer or the SWWTP deadlines and conditions are met.             ˞ By  Don Taft & Randy Weiss 
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ǅ  SOUTH  POND  ALUM  TREATMENT  UPDATE  ǅ 
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See More on the Alum treatment and many other QQLA activities on our  

website: QQLA.org   EE More questions?   EE Send email: INFO@QQLA.org! 

   South Pond  water quality is diminishing to the extent that its future recreational 

appeal is threatened. Increased algae growth is apparent and threatens public health as 

well as the environment that supports all aquatic life. One main driving force of increased 

algae growth is accumulated nutrients,  particularly  phosphorous.  South  Pond  has  

accumulated far more nutrients than what would be a healthy balanced budget.  

   QQLA initiated and funded the study by ESS (Same company who does our weed treat-

ments) to measure the extent of the problem, recommend feasible solutions, estimate 

cost, and apply for grant money. The clear recommendation is an ALUM treatment  in 

which aluminum sulfate [alum] is used to remove excess phosphorous by binding it into 

 

   Our goal for an effective alum treatment has been calculated at $342,000. This can be 

and 40% from local resources  $136,800

the lead and participate in grant administration.  

    QQLA enlisted the support of the Sturbridge Conservation Committee and SLAC    

[ Sturbridge Lakes Advisory Committee ]  to recommend that the Town of Sturbridge serve 

as the requisite administrative sponsor and commit to the financial support necessary to 

apply for grant funds. We petitioned the Town of Sturbridge for this warrant article, and 

we were very fortunate in the June 3 rd town meeting to get the commitment for town 

sponsorship and a $55,000 cost-sharing contribution  PLEDGE.  We have also enlisted the 

support of the towns of Brookfield and East Brookfield, and we are actively seeking their 

financial support, which we have every reason to expect. The QQLA is committing our own 

very substantial financial support to the project, in addition to undertaking fund -raising 

efforts from other generous donors, as well as from our faithful membership.  

   The QQLA has worked tirelessly for years to reduce phosphorous input into South Pond. 

The flow barrier has helped. QQLA has engaged the EPA and the Spencer Waste Water 

Treatment Plant (a major source of nutrients for many decades), resulting in major opera-

tional upgrade required by their renewed NPDES permit. Nutrient inflow into both North 

and South Ponds will be diminished.  We are constantly working to maintain and improve 

the quality of our lake water. The Alum Treatment Project being the newest addition to 

our overall water quality strategy.            Doug Vizard, President, QQLA 



 ǅƵǅ BIRD LIST ǅƵǅ 

Seen at North / South Pond  

 

[   ] American Black Duck  

[   ] American Coot  

[   ] American Redstart  

[   ] Bald Eagle  

[   ] Baltimore Oriole  

        Lìêõõîí u÷øûýñîû÷s 

ïûøö s=9 ýø s?;M 

[   ] Bank Swallow  

[   ] Barn Owl  

[   ] Barn Swallow  ƷƷƷƷ 

[   ] Barred Owl  

[   ] Bittern (Formally  

          tćøööø÷ Ćòýýîû÷rM 

[   ] Black Vulture  

[   ] Black - and -white Warbler  

T   V Ćõþîëòûí L"øûöêõõĂ t!êüýîû÷ ĆõþîëòûírM 

[   ] Blue Jay  

[   ] Blue - Gray Gnatcatcher  

[   ] Broad -winged Hawk  

[   ] Brown Creeper  

[   ] Bufflehead  

[   ] Canada Goose ƷƷƷ 

[   ] Cardinal (Formally  

           t*øûýñîû÷ ćêûíò÷êõrM 

[   ] Carolina Wren  

T   V ćêýëòûí     L"øûöêõõĂ t#ûîĂ ćêýëòûírM 

[   ] Cattle Egret  

[   ] Cedar Waxwing  

[   ] Chickadee     [ MA state Bird !! ]  ƸƸƸƸ 

[   ] Chimney Swift  

[   ] Chipping Sparrow  

[   ] Cliff Swallow  

[   ] Common Merganser  

[   ] Coot  

[   ] Cowbird  

T   V ćûøĀ L"øûöêõõĂo tAöîûòìê÷ ćûøĀrM 

[   ] Dark Eyed Junco  

        LĀî ñêÿî uüõêýî ìøõøûîís üþëüùîìòîüM 

[   ] Double Crested Cormorant  

[   ] Downy Woodpecker  

[   ] English Sparrow  

[   ] Evening Grosbeak  

[   ] Fox Sparrow  

[   ] Goldfinch    Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ 

[   ] Goldeneye  (Formally  

    tćøööø÷ #øõíî÷îĂîrM 

 

[   ] Grackle  

[   ] Great Black -Backed Gull  

[   ] Great Blue Heron   

[   ] Great Egret  (or                           

 Common Egret)  

[   ] Great Horned Owl Ʒ 

[   ] Greater Yellowlegs  

[   ] Green -winged Teal  

[   ] Hairy Woodpecker  

[   ] Hermit Thrush  

[   ] Herring Gull  

[   ] Hooded Merganser  

[   ] House Finch  

[   ] House Wren  

[   ] Indigo Bunting  

[   ] Kestrel (Formally  

      American Kestrel Ʒ  

[   ] Killdeer  

T   V 'ò÷ðïòüñîû L"øûöD tĆîõýîí 'ò÷ðïòüñîûrM 

T   V 'ò÷ðëòûí    L"øûöD t!êüýîû÷ 'ò÷ðëòûírM 

[   ] Least Grebe  

[   ] Little Blue Heron  

[   ] Little Green Heron Ʒ 

[   ] Loon (Formally:  

  tćøööø÷ (øø÷rM 

[   ] Mallard  

[   ] Merlin (Falcon)  

[   ] Mourning Dove  

[   ] Mockingbird  

T   V *òðñýñêĀô L"ûöDtćøööø÷ *òðñýñêĀôrM 

[   ] Northern Flicker  

   LĀî ñêÿî ýñî uĂîõõøĀ üñêïýîís üþëüùîìòîüM 

[   ] Northern Harrier (Or Marsh Hawk)  

[   ] Northern Water Thrush  

[   ] Osprey  

[   ] Ovenbird  

[   ] Phoebe (Formally:  

      t!êüýîû÷ ,ñøîëîrM 

[   ] Pied -billed Grebe  

[   ] Pileated W.Pecker Ʒ 

[   ] Pine Siskin  

[   ] Purple Finch  

[   ] Raven  

[   ] Red -Bellied Wood-

pecker  

[   ] Red -Breasted Nuthatch  

[   ] Red - eyed Vireo  

[   ] Red -Necked Loon  

[   ] Red Shouldered Hawk  

[   ] Red Tailed Hawk Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ 

[   ] Red Wing Blackbird  
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BIRD LISTñcurrent to summer of 2018. All the species listed here have been seen by a member 
of the QQLA (includes sightings on Quaboag & Sevenmile Rivers). These are KNOWN to be pre-
sent at least during some season. Not all species nest here. Some are more common than others.  



E QQLA BIRD LIST CONTINUED D 

Bird Species On Local Lists, but NOT  

seen at lake by our group (yet).  

 

[   ] Alder Flycatcher  

[   ] Barrow's Goldeneye  

[   ] Black Scoter  

[   ] Blackburnian warbler  

[   ] Black - throated Green warbler  

[   ] Blue - headed Vireo  

[   ] Blue -winged Warbler  

[   ] Bobolink  

[   ] Bohemian Waxwing  

T   V Ćø÷îùêûýsü ðþõõ 

[   ] Brant  

[   ] Chestnut -sided warbler  

[   ] Clay - colored Sparrow  

[   ] Golden -winged warbler  

[   ] Great Cormorant  

[   ] Greater Scaup  

[   ] Hudsonian Godwit  

[   ] Iceland Gull  

[   ] Lapland Longspur  

[   ] Lesser Black -backed Gull  

[   ] Long - tailed Duck  

[   ] Marsh Wren  

[   ] Mississippi Kite  

[   ] Nashville warbler  

[   ] Nelson's Sharp - tailed Sparrow  

[   ] Orchard Oriole  

[   ] Pectoral Sandpiper  

[   ] Pine warbler  

[   ] Redhead  

[   ] Red - headed Woodpecker  

[   ] Red - necked Grebe  

[   ] Sedge Wren  

[   ] Sora  

[   ] Summer Tanager  

[   ] Virginia Rail  

[   ] Whip -poor -will  

[   ] White - winged Scoter  

[   ] Willow Flycatcher  

 

        ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ -ƿ  

 

PLEASE REPORT ANY SIGHTINGS  

 of these or other species to:  

INFO@QQLA.org  

T   V .øëò÷   L"øûöêõõĂ Aöîûòìê÷ .øëò÷rM 

[   ] Rose Breasted Grosbeak Ʒ 

[   ] Rough - legged Hawk  

[   ] Ruby - crowned Kinglet  

[   ] Ruby - throated Hummingbird  

[   ] Ruddy Duck  

[   ] Scarlet Tanager  

[   ] Semi -Palmated Sandpiper  

[   ] Sharp Shinned Hawk  

[   ] Snowy Egret     Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ 

[   ] Solitary Sandpiper  

[   ] Song Sparrow  

[   ] Spruce Grouse  

[   ] Starling    (Formally  

          t!þûøùîê÷ /ýêûõò÷ðrM 

[   ] Tree Sparrow  

[   ] Tree Swallow  

[   ] Towhee  (Formally  

      t!êüýîû÷ 0øĀñîîr  

      øõí ÷êöî t.þïþü-/òíîírM 

[   ] Tricolored Heron (Louisiana Heron)  

[   ] Tufted Titmouse  

[   ] Tundra Swan (or Whistling Swan)  

T   V 0þûôîĂ L"øûöêõõĂ t3òõí 0þûôîĂrM 

[   ] Turkey Vulture  

[   ] Upland Sandpiper  

[   ] Veery  

[   ] White Breasted Nuthatch  

[   ] White - throated Sparrow  

[   ] Woodcock  

[   ] Wood Duck    Ʒ  Ʒ  Ʒ  Ʒ 

[   ] Wood Thrush  

[   ] Yellow Bellied Sapsucker  

[   ] Yellow warbler  

[   ] Yellow -rumped warbler  

[   ] Yellowthroat  

       L"øûöêõõĂ tćøööø÷ 5îõõøĀýñûøêýrM 
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ă GET YOUR QQLA.org GEAR HERE ă 

NOTE CARDS: Box of 10 cards .. $12 per box 
the best of our prior photo contests ǅ all photos  
    Taken by members ǅ all Show North or South Pond ! 
 

All QQLA Gear Will be available at the  

        Boat Parade & Annual Meeting !!  

 
Tð Shirts .. $12 to $15 Depending on size  ǅ 
Colors: Red / Gray / Teal / Green / Orange 
   
Caps ǅ Baseball Hats w/ Logo é $15 
  One size fits all é Moss Green / QQLA Blue 
          
To Order: email or call Marita Tasse  
 ǅ   Maritatasse@gmail.com   ǅ   508-347-2464  
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  Find us on FaceBook   
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On the printed version of this newsletter this 
space and the space below are left blank for 

the USPS postage & address labels.  

Joy Wahlberg,  long long time resident of Spencer, East Brookfield 
and South Pond. She was an early member of Quacumquasit Pond 
Association and the QQLA. She was well known by many around the 
ÌÁËÅÓȢ Ɇ *ÏÙȟ 91, of Parkville, Md. died May 21 at her home. She is sur-
vived by her husband Bertil, sons Mark and his wife Becky, Brent and 
his wife Lydia, Scott and his wife Carol Ann, granddaughters Kristin 
and her husband Richard, Jenny, Kate and her husband Mike, and 
great-ÇÒÁÎÄÓÏÎ )ÁÎȢ  Ɇ *ÏÙ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ 7ÏÒÃÅÓÔÅÒȟ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ ÔÏ 
Leslie and Ruth Atwood. She grew up in Spencer, Massachusetts and 
spent summers nearby at her grandparents home on South Pond. 
The lake has always been very special to her. After graduating from 
Clark University, where she met her husband, they moved to Canton, 
Connecticut and started their family. After her sons were all in 
school, Joy went to work teaching elementary school in Simsbury, 
Connecticut until her retirement 25 years later. In retirement Joy and 
Bert did some traveling, spent time at the lake and finally moved to 
Oakcrest Village in Maryland. Ɇ *ÏÙ ÈÁÄ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÆÁÉÔÈ 
in God. She will be missed by family and friends alike. Ɇ ! ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
gathering to celebrate her life will happen at a later date. 

OBITUARY Å Joy Wahlberg 


